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Mars: Since it was late summer, I asked
Mercedes if they might have something in a
top-down model for our next review. They
responded by furnishing a CLK550 Cabrio-
let. Even though it has been out for a while,
and I am already receiving spy photos for
the next generation CLK, this vehicle proved
to be a competent, pleasant surprise.  

Venus: Occasionally, I have more seat
time in our test vehicles and this was one of
those times. Being a convertible “newbie,”
I refused to put the top up despite being
able to see my breath while driving early
one morning. A little chill in the air wasn’t
going to stop me from experiencing my first
convertible to the fullest. I loved every
minute of the experience.

Mars: I felt the same way. I have had a
convertible consecutively since 1965 and
there is nothing like top-down motoring.
Although I’m sad to report that I don’t have
“convertible hair” any more, I still love a con-
vertible by any name. I was surprised by how
attractive the CLK’s bodylines were, particu-
larly in the rear where the quarter panels wrap
up over the trunk. I never really paid much
attention to this area on the CLK before, but
it is really very smooth and flowing.

Venus: While I had the car, I had the
pleasure of taking my seventeen-year old
grandson, Levi, for his first Mercedes ride.
Being of the techno-savvy generation, he had
no fear of the DVD-based navigation system,
harman/kardon sound system, or Sirius 
satellite radio. He fearlessly pushed buttons,

seamlessly switching between the various
systems. In fact, he learned much more about
the system’s capabilities during his ride than
I ever have. We both had a good laugh when
“Navigation Nancy” repeatedly told us to
“STOP, We Were Off-Road.” Actually, Nancy
had no cause for concern. We were just driv-
ing on our shared, 900-foot driveway.

Levi was also totally fascinated by the For-
mula 1-style shift paddles. He had never seen
anything like them before. I would have loved
to have let him experience them first-hand,
but since this was a review vehicle, he could
only watch me have the driving fun.

Mars: To take a line from the CLK
brochure, “It has luxuries that will soon
become necessities.” Keyless Go has become
a real favorite of ours. It makes everything
much simpler when you don’t have to fish
around for an ignition key upon returning
to your vehicle. We never had to utilize the
remote soft-top operation button on the
smartkey, but it sure sounded like fun. 

This CLK had the AMG-designed sculpted
front air dam, side skirts, rear apron, and
rear spoiler. While AMG has applied the same
basic design to several M-B vehicles over
the years, the lines never look stale. How-
ever, on this vehicle they are particularly
appealing. I especially liked the AMG split
spoke wheels, which continue to look good
after being used for the past several years.
Custom wheels are like jewelry, only the best
designs stand the test of time.

The 5.5 liter, 382 horsepower V8 contin-

ues to impress us, no matter what vehicle
it is installed in. We have had several test
cars with this engine and have always come
away impressed. The engine never breathes
hard, but is always ready to respond with
smooth, seamless power application. While
not obnoxious, the AMG dual exhaust had a
particularly pleasing reverberation that said,
“I mean business.”

Venus: I was pleased see the automatic
seat belt extenders glide into action when-
ever you entered the car. They retract to the
perfect tension once you’re buckled up. This
gives someone who doesn’t always wear their
seat belt a gentle reminder. While you should
always drive with your seat belt buckled, I
found that the seat belt buffeting, while 
driving with the top down at highway speeds,
was quite annoying. Because this car is so
fully developed in every other way, a small
but annoying touch like this really stands out.

Mars: Since I am an “Art and Color” guy,
I always like adventuresome color schemes.
However, the traditional Mercedes-Benz
color combination on our test vehicle, 
Diamond Silver with black leather and Burl
Walnut wood trim, complemented the CLK’s
lines perfectly. The car was very flattering
in this color scheme and I could easily imag-
ine owning it myself.

Venus: Forty miles for ice cream = $10.
Two medium Tommy Turtle sundaes = $6.
Introducing your grandson to his first Mer-
cedes-Benz = Priceless! •
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